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family to Calcutta, where they re-
mained unsettled for many years. His 
father passed away just before he grad-
uated from R.G. Kar Medical College in 
1956. To support his family, he took the 
job of medical officer at the IISCO Hos-
pital at Burnpur. In 1963, Dr. 
Chatterjee left India for the United 
Kingdom to further his studies. In 1971, 
he was recruited to direct the inpatient 
cardiology service at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center in Los Angeles. Dr. 
Chatterjee joined the UCSF Medical 
Center staff in 1975 as director of the 
cardiac care unit and associate chief of 
cardiology, where he became the Er-
nest Gallo Distinguished Professor of 
Medicine in the division of cardiology. 

A beloved physician, teacher, and re-
searcher, Dr. Chatterjee has worked 
tirelessly over the last 30-plus years in 
the fields of diagnosing and managing 
coronary artery disease, heart failure, 
and pulmonary hypertension. He is also 
a world-renowned researcher in vas-
cular reactivity and heart failure and 
has pioneered the study of drugs, such 
as ACE inhibitors and vasodilators, 
that have become the standard of care 
for heart failure. With such a long- 
standing list of professional accom-
plishments, it is all the more touching 
to hear Dr. Chatterjee’s patients speak 
with genuine gratitude and heartfelt 
emotion about his expertise and com-
passion. 

As Dr. Chatterjee prepares to move 
on to his new half-time position at the 
University of Iowa in Iowa City, I wish 
him many more years of continued 
leadership and success in the field of 
cardiology. 

I commend Dr. Chatterjee for his 34 
years of dedicated service to the UCSF 
Medical Center community. Along with 
his friends and admirers throughout 
the San Francisco Bay area, I thank 
him for his tireless efforts and wish 
him the best as he embarks on the next 
phase of his remarkable life.∑ 
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REMEMBERING ALEX DEL RIO 

∑ Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. President, every 
day, law enforcement officers across 
the Nation make tremendous sacrifices 
to fight crime and keep our commu-
nities safe. On November 22, 2008, one 
of those officers tragically lost his life 
while serving in the line of duty. The 
officer was 31-year-old Alex Del Rio, a 
Florida native, a loving son, and an 
outstanding member of the Hollywood, 
FL, police department. 

Although Alex’s life ended just 2 
months short of his 32nd birthday, he 
lived his life to the fullest. He was born 
in Miami and attended Winston Park 
Elementary in Miami and McMillian 
Middle School in Kendall. At the 
MAST Academy High School in Miami, 
Alex was a tremendous student, a 
member of the JROTC Color Guard, 
and known by his friends as someone 
who always did the right thing. 

After joining the Hollywood Police 
Department in 1996, Alex began his ca-
reer as a part-time community service 

aide and earned a full-time position on 
the force in 1999. He held positions in 
patrol, special operations motors and 
special operations for DUI traffic homi-
cide. He was named Hollywood Police 
Department’s ‘‘Officer of the Month’’ 
in October of 2003 and a finalist for the 
2003 ‘‘Officer of the Year.’’ His col-
leagues knew him for his sense of 
humor, his likability, and his love for 
the job. 

Alex’s mother Miriam Fernandez has 
turned her personal tragedy into oppor-
tunities for others by establishing the 
Alex Del Rio Foundation. The founda-
tion aims to enrich the lives of chil-
dren in south Florida by providing 
scholarships and promoting the ideals 
Alex embodied. 

His commitment to serving others 
has touched not only those in Holly-
wood but also those who work in law 
enforcement in other States. Officer 
James E. Manley from the town of 
Lloyd, NY, was so inspired by Alex’s 
story that he has decided to ride more 
than 300 miles to be here in Wash-
ington in Alex’s honor. Officer Manley 
will join Alex’s family and others this 
week in a candlelight vigil and memo-
rial service for fallen officers at the 
National Law Enforcement Memorial. I 
join them in honoring Alex and the 
many other men and women of our na-
tion’s law enforcement agencies who 
have given their lives protecting and 
serving our communities.∑ 
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HONORING JOHN T. NOBLE 
TRUCKING 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, later this 
month, we will pause to commemorate 
those men and women who have given 
the ultimate sacrifice to defend our Na-
tion and the freedoms we enjoy. On Me-
morial Day, families of our fallen 
members of the Armed Forces visit the 
graves of their loved ones throughout 
our Nation, often at veteran’s ceme-
teries, to remember our fallen heroes. I 
rise today with tremendous gratitude 
to recognize the generosity of two 
Mainers, John and Joyce Noble, and 
their business, John T. Noble Truck-
ing, for their dedicated efforts in sup-
porting the creation of the Northern 
Maine Veteran’s Cemetery as a place of 
rest for thousands of Maine’s bravest. 

John T. Noble Trucking, a thriving 
business since 1957, is located in the 
Aroostook county city of Caribou. A 
multifaceted company, Noble Trucking 
provides its customers with a wide va-
riety of services, including landscaping 
services, commercial deliveries of fuel 
products as well as truck maintenance, 
welding, painting, and body repair. 

Mr. and Mrs. Noble are well known in 
the Caribou community for their phil-
anthropic initiatives. The Nobles have 
donated to countless causes within 
their community, and in characteristic 
Aroostook County fashion, have made 
many of these donations on the condi-
tion of anonymity. Organizations like 
the Caribou Recreation Department, 
the Northern Maine Fairgrounds, Cary 

Medical Center, The Christopher Home 
and the Caribou Historical Society are 
just a few of the many grateful County 
charities that have benefitted im-
mensely from the Nobles’ friendship 
and contributions. Perhaps their most 
notable work has been their advocacy 
and determination on behalf of the 
Northern Maine Veteran’s Cemetery in 
Caribou. 

The idea for Maine’s northernmost 
veterans cemetery was first proposed 
in 1998. After serious study that found 
overwhelming support among the com-
munity, the initial approval was given 
by the governor in February 1999. In 
the spring of that year, the Northern 
Maine Veterans Commemorative Ceme-
tery Corporation was formed to oversee 
all aspects of the cemetery’s develop-
ment. 

John Noble, an honorably discharged 
veteran himself and his wife Joyce, 
who also admirably supported her hus-
band’s service to our country with stal-
wart dedication, certainly felt a par-
ticular kinship to the development of 
an appropriate resting place for our na-
tional heroes. In order to ensure that 
the dream of so many veterans became 
a reality, John and Joyce Noble 
stepped forward to offer 33.4 acres of 
their own land for use by the Corpora-
tion. Their heartfelt contribution expe-
dited the plans for the Northern Maine 
Veteran’s Cemetery and the seeds of 
charitable giving had taken root, fa-
cilitating a grassroots effort that cul-
minated in what is today a regal and 
honored resting place for our most de-
serving men and women who served 
this country with honor and distinc-
tion. 

The Nobles’ ongoing efforts inspired 
a can-do spirit that sparked a dedi-
cated group of volunteers into deter-
mined action. With the cemetery fac-
ing a delay in state funding, the Nobles 
offered to help with the construction 
and maintenance of the cemetery’s 
lands until the funds became available. 
Additionally, the Nobles helped make 
the cemetery more private and solemn 
by planting trees around its perimeter. 
When the cemetery was finally dedi-
cated on June 1, 2003, the Nobles had 
left a substantial mark on this sacred 
place and continue to support it today. 

An extraordinarily modest couple, 
John and Joyce Noble have made sig-
nificant contributions to the appear-
ance and well-being of Caribou. Their 
beautiful gesture of kindness resulted 
in a respectable final resting place for 
those who gave our Nation the fullest 
measure of commitment. It is their 
selfless spirit and magnanimous nature 
that have made them stand out in the 
Caribou community for years. I thank 
Mr. and Mrs. Noble for their incredible 
generosity, and wish them and their 
company, John T. Noble Trucking, 
much success for years to come.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 5:01 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
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